
Boiling Point – Lockdown: Questions and Answers 

What is the play ‘Boiling Point – Lockdown’ about? 

Boiling Point – Lockdown is a 45 minute radio play in Macedonian that explores the COVID-19 
pandemic through the experiences of a Macedonian family in Sydney. Prior to the commencement 
of the pandemic, the family are busy with their careers, planning to travel and preparing for a family 
wedding. However, the arrival of COVID-19 changes their lives, and they have to manage changing 
restrictions, their fear of catching the virus, and the subsequent stresses within the family. 
Throughout the lockdown, they reflect on their health, adapt to the new way of living and look 
forward to getting back to their normal lives. 

Why do a radio play? 

There is a strong community connection within the Macedonian community in Sydney with the local 
Macedonian community theatre. Theatre is a culturally appropriate medium that allows the 
exploration of complex issues. The South Eastern Sydney Local Health District have previously 
successfully partnered with the Australian Macedonian Theatre of Sydney and their award-winning 
playwright Dushan Ristevski on theatre productions to address cancer and mental health. Due to the 
restrictions with COVID-19, it was not possible to do a live stage production as with previous 
projects. This is the first time the Australian Macedonian Theatre of Sydney have performed an 
audio only production. Making the recordings available on the NSW Multicultural Health 
Communication Service website and YouTube channel ensures that they are accessible for the 
community regardless of any COVID-19 restrictions.  

What are the key messages within the play? 

The play reflects the experiences of a Macedonian family in Sydney throughout lockdown. It contains 
strong messages about COVID safe behaviours and prevention, managing the social, financial and 
psychological impact, and addresses the fear of vaccination. The play provides an opportunity for the 
Macedonian community to reflect on their experiences of the COVID-19 pandemic, particularly the 
lockdown phase, and looking forward to a return to their normal lives.  

Is the play available in English? 

No. The play is performed in Macedonian only. However, a transcript of the play translated into 
English is available.  

Where can I find the play? 

The full play is available for download from the NSW Multicultural Health Communication Service 
website: 

https://www.mhcs.health.nsw.gov.au/about-us/campaigns-and-projects/current-
campaigns/macedonian-radio-play  

Macedonian language radio stations are welcome to use the production in their programming.  

Where can I find more information on COVID-19 in Macedonian? 

You can find more information at the NSW Health website: 
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid-19/Pages/translated/Macedonian.aspx  

Please contact us if you would like any further information. SESLHD-MHSAdmin@health.nsw.gov.au  
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