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You can call the National Breastfeeding
Helpline on 1800 686 268. If you
need help with phone calls in English,
ring the Translating and Interpreting
Service (TIS) on 131 450.

Photo: Lexi Lutter

You can also ask for help from your
doctor, hospital and early childhood
centres.

The National Breastfeeding Helpline
is supported by funding from the
Australian Government.
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Australian
Breastfeeding
Association

Australian Breastfeeding Association
actnswoffice@breastfeeding.asn.au

onlinebreastfeedingcafe.com.au/
other-language-breastfeeding-resources
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How to store breastmilk

¢ Frozen breastmilk can divide into layers.
Shaking to mix it can damage the milk, so
swirl it gently.

e Never thaw or heat milk in a microwave
oven, as they heat unevenly and can damage
the milk. Some babies have been burned
by unevenly heated milk from microwave
ovens.

Remember

o Store thawed breastmilk in the refrigerator
for up to 24 hours if it hasn’t been heated.

Use thawed breastmilk within 4 hours if you
can’t keep it in a fridge.

¢ Do not re-freeze thawed breastmilk.

¢ Do not reheat breastmilk if baby doesn’t
finish the feed. Throw out what is left in
the bottle. Only warm small amounts of
breastmilk at a time.
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How to store breastmilk

Store breastmilk in clean containers

Containers suitable for storing breastmilk
include:

¢ plastic baby bottles
» freezable plastic cups or containers with lids
+ small glass baby food jars

¢ special breastmilk freezer bags, available from
the ABA or pharmacies.

If expressing for a premature baby ask the

hospital staff about containers for your

expressed breastmilk. Some hospitals have

rules about the kinds of containers they

accept and will provide these to mothers.

Freezing milk

o Putthe freshly expressed milk in the fridge
until it is cool.

¢ Then placeitin the coldest part of the freezer.

¢ You can add freshly expressed milk to frozen
milk, but always cool it in the fridge first.

e Label each container with the date.

Remember that frozen milk expands — only
fill containers three-quarters full.

Thawing and warming milk

e Thaw frozen breastmilk in the fridge over
24 hours, or warm it quickly. Do NOT leave
it to stand at room temperature.

¢ Place the container under cold running
water. Slowly make the water warmer until
the milk becomes liquid.

¢ Warm chilled or thawed milk in a jug or pan of
hot water until it is body temperature.
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How to store breastmilk

It is important to chill, freeze and store
breastmilk safely.

There are two ways to store breastmilk:

Chilled milk: You can keep expressed milk
in the fridge at 4° C (or less) for up to 3 days
before use.

Frozen milk: Breastmilk can be frozen. How
long it keeps depends on the temperature of
your freezer.

o for 2 weeks in the freezer compartment
inside a refrigerator

e up to 3 months in the freezer section of a
refrigerator with a separate compartment

e 6-12 months in a deep freeze, frozen
below -20 C.

It is easier to thaw small amounts of milk e.g.
50 mL, for example in ice block trays. Once
frozen, store in good quality freezer bags.
Label with the date. Thaw only the amount
you need.

o [fthawed breastmilk has not been heated, it
keeps in the refrigerator for 24 hours.

e Use thawed breastmilk within 4 hours if
you cannot refrigerate it.

¢ Do notre-freeze thawed breastmilk.

¢ Do not reheat the breastmilk if your baby
doesn’t finish the feed. It must be thrown
out. You will avoid wasting your precious
milk if you only warm up small amounts at
atime. Some babies will drink the milk cold.
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How to express breastmilk

Breast pumps

You can buy manual breast pumps from
pharmacies and from the Australian
Breastfeeding Association. Only buy good
quality pumps that use a piston action to
create suction.

There are many kinds of electric breast
pumps. Some small pumps are designed
for personal use and occasional expressing
only. Pumps built for regular use, for
example by mothers in the paid work
force, are stronger. Hospital grade pumps
are designed to be used for long periods
by many different users. They are used in
hospitals and can be rented for home use if
amother needs to doalotof expressing. The
Australian Breastfeeding Association rents
hospital-grade electric pumps to mothers.
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How to express breastmilk

Wash your hands well with soap and water.
Dry them on something clean.

Express into a wide-mouthed deep bowl.

Pour milk carefully into a clean container,
put the lid on and label with the date.

When you express milk by hand you copy
the way your baby sucks. With practice you
will become very fast. Remember that your
baby is very good at draining the breast,
much better than most mothers who
express. Do not judge how much milk you
are making by how much you can express.
The nurses in hospital can show you how to
express, or ask an Australian Breastfeeding
Association counsellor.

If expressing for a premature baby ask the
hospital staff about containers for your
expressed breastmilk. Some hospitals have
rules about the kinds of containers they
accept and will provide these to mothers.

If you are expressing more than once a day,
you do not need to wash your breast pump
or pumping kit every time. Put it in a clean
plastic bag or closed container and keep it
in the fridge. If you do not have access to a
fridge, rinse the pump parts in cold water
each time you use it and store them in a
clean, closed container.

At least once in every 24 hours, wash the
breast pump thoroughly in hot water and
detergent, rinse well with clean hot water
and dry with new paper towels or air-dry.

If you do not use it every day, wash the

pump parts thoroughly after each use.

child health nurse or
Breastfeeding  Association
counsellor for further assistance.

Contact your
Australian
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How to express breastmilk

How to hand express

Gently warm your skin and stimulate your
breasts and nipples.

Place four fingers of one hand under your
breast, with the thumb on top of your
breast, several centimetres back from the
nipple. Press the thumb in slightly towards
the chest wall and then move it towards
your fingers.

Squeeze the breast tissue under the skin.
Milk will squirt out. Keep squeezing the
breast in a rhythmic way, like a baby
sucking.

When the flow of milk stops, move your
hand around the breast. Continue to rotate
the position of your hand until you are no
longer getting much milk from that breast.
Then start on the other breast.

Your hands may tire quickly to start with.
You can change hands and breasts often
to rest them. Your hands will get stronger
with practice.

Use a clean bowl to catch the milk. A deep
bowl with a wide top works well.

Put a clean towel over your knees to catch
drips and dry your hands.

Cleanliness is vital

You don’t need to express in the toilet. Ask
for somewhere private and clean. Your
workplace may have a special room for
breastfeeding mothers.

Wash all containers carefully with hot
water and dishwashing liquid. Rinse twice
with hot water and drain on clean paper
towels. Keep clean containers covered.
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How to express breastmilk

Expressing is when a mother collects her own
milk by gently milking her breasts. This can
be by hand or with a breast pump (manual or
electric).

Why express?

¢ you need to go out

* you are starting work again

e your baby is either unable or unwilling to
breastfeed

» your baby is premature or in hospital or you
are in hospital

¢ you need to increase your milk supply
» yourbreastsare overfulland uncomfortable
or you have a blocked duct or mastitis.

When expressing

It is important that your milk lets down when
you express

¢ Sit comfortably.

» Breathe deeply and take steps to relax your
body.

e Put a warm cloth on your breast to
encourage your milk to flow.

o Before expressing gently roll your nipple
between your fingers and stroke your
breast lightly.

¢ Gently massage your breast towards the
nipple as you express.

¢ Think about your baby and/or look at his
photo.

e Have a routine, such as always having a
drink and sitting in the same chair when
you express.

MY 1) e 8 1Sy

POl Oalsa 1) 358 il e aS (e (im0
o 5 200 5 e IS (Gl S a0 il 2 A sl Al
29 aladl (B b s () (e i by 5
Tasdiaas by ol Ly
W R Osom s e e
€ e el 1) 0 8 8554 e
i 1 5 i 15 i 5 55 e
L s Gl Gl glan 2L s e B B 55 e
WO A e Al Gl B4 e
\)W}Mﬁéﬂ;u\:\ﬁum .
el U 3 s2se (51 e Ly 5 25S e Caal 4
2l QLLA-A:}
adgay by adige 4
apded (oa | (U s AS (e ) Gl age
S gl Gl el
A il ) e
DA Y WS a5 280 Baee il @
A )8 el

s 8 258 A 555 e R Ay o
XS SaS Gl g 4

O OB A Sigudisn HI 8 e

G5 15 Ll (el Jl 4y 5 8 ) A litissal

KT}

Ol Al cal Jl 4 (50 By Glajer o
R BRI = ov. ")

oSe 4 l/saS SN )bl e
A:\;\S b@\_i J\

Je ) sie 4 casS dial dlsy S o
ENCEIE TR PIC YIS
Aiady via glad 53 50550

23



Working and breastfeeding

Baby over 6 months

» Continue to leave expressed milk and other
suitable food.

¢ Partially wean your baby. Give him baby milk
suitable for his age, as well as family foods,
when you are at work. Let him breastfeed as
often as he likes when you're at home.

¢ A baby older than 1 year can have regular
cows’ milk instead of formula.

Common questions
1) Will my baby take a bottle if I breastfeed?

Some mothers worry that their breastfed
baby will not feed from a bottle when they go
back to work.

¢ Try to get your baby used to taking the bottle
occasionally. Wait until he is a few weeks of
age. Then give him some expressed breastmilk
in a bottle or cup. Try once or twice a week.

¢ Asksomeone else to give the bottle. Your baby
may want to breastfeed if he can see you. If
you can, ask the person who will be looking
after the baby to give the bottle. This is often
the best way for baby to get used it.

¢ Some mothers find it easier to teach their
babies to drink from a cup than a bottle. For
small babies, use an ordinary cup or glass
with a fine rim. There are many different
baby cups you can buy. Older babies (6
months or more) like to drink from these.

2. Isn’tit more difficult to leave a breastfed baby?

Breastfed babies are no harder to leave than
bottle-fed babies.

Every baby is different. Some will take
longer than others to get used to being away
from their mothers. You can make it easier
for your baby by taking it slowly. Start by
leaving him for a short time and gradually
increase the time you are away. If you can,
leave him with the same carers, so that he
gets to know them.
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Working and breastfeeding

You can keep on breastfeeding after you
go back to work or study. Many women in
Australia do this. If you plan to return to work,
remember that breastmilk is still IMPORTANT
for your baby. Breastfeeding for a short time,
or part-time breastfeeding, is better for your
baby than no breastfeeding at all. Here are
some ways that you can work and breastfeed:

Ways that you can work and breastfeed:

Young baby: 6 weeks to 6 months — 3 possible
ways to go about it

1) Go to your baby for each feed
¢ have your baby at work with you

¢ have your carer bring your baby to you or
phone you when he needs a feed

» arrange child care close to your work so you
can get there easily.

2) Leave your own expressed milk in a bottle or
cup for the carer to feed to your baby when you
are at work. Feed your baby just before you leave
and breastfeed as soon as you come home. How
much milk you leave will depend on how long
you are at work and how often your baby usually
feeds. Most mothers need to leave enough for at
least two feeds. While you are at work, you will
probably need to express your milk once or twice.
This will keep your breasts comfortable and help
your milk supply. You can express in your breaks
and keep the milk for the next day’s feed. Store
it in a refrigerator or insulated container. Many
workplaces in Australianow allow special breaks
for mothers who need to breastfeed or express.
They will be happy to arrange somewhere for you
to express and store your milk safely. Just ask a
workmate, your boss, or someone in the human
resources department about this.

3) Arrange for your baby to have bottles of
formula when you are at work. Breastfeed
often when you are with your baby. Many
mothers who leave their babies with a carer
during the day, breastfeed more often at night.
This is a good way to keep up your milk supply.
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The complementary feed

ideas fit with your own view of your baby’s
health and energy. Mothers and babies work
together to make the milk the baby needs.
In the case of breastfeeding, the mother is
the best person to decide if complementary
feeds are necessary. Her body is the one
making the milk and working with her baby
in this way.

Offer only as many complementary feeds as
your baby needs; don’t force him to finish
up the bottle or push him to take more
complementary feeds than he wants.

Express about an hour after a breastfeed
and save your milk to use as a complementlater.

How do I tell if my milk supply is increasing?

You may see all or some of these signs:

Your breasts feel full.

Your let-down reflex happens more quickly and
the milk flows more easily. Your breasts leak milk.
Your baby has more wet nappies or wetter
nappies than usual or wees more often.

Your baby continues to gain weight or your baby
may take less of the complementary feed.

How do I stop the complementary feed and go
back to full breastfeeding?

Choose a feed when your baby seems
satisfied after just your breastmilk and skip
the complementary feed. Your baby may
not wait as long for his next feed. Follow
his lead and breastfeed as soon as he seems
hungry. There will be more milk there. The
extra breastfeed will signal to your breasts
that they need to make more milk. This will
help build up your supply.

Complementary feeds in the late afternoon
or evening are usually the hardest ones to stop.

Remember: Breastfeed on both sides, rest a
while and breastfeed again. Then offer the
complementary feed, but ONLY if your baby
still seems hungry.
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The complementary feed

Health experts recommend that babies be fed
only breastmilk for the first 6 months of life.
Giving your baby formula or any foods other
than your own milk in the first 6 months will
make him less hungry for the breastmilk that
keeps him healthy.

Research shows that antibodies, healthy
digestive bacteriaand immune-strengthening
substances, pass from mother to baby through
the breastmilk. It is good to know that your
baby keeps getting good things from your
breastmilk even after he starts family foods.

Complementary feeds should only be given on
medical advice. Before trying them, discuss
with your doctor whether it is safe to wait
until you have tried the ideas for building up
your milk supply (see pagel7).

Some ideas to keep your supply strong even
when you complement:

e Let your baby suck at the breast, rather
than a dummy, when he is unsettled.

e Give a complementary feed of expressed
breastmilk instead of formula.

» Always breastfeed from both breasts before
you give a complement. Change sides several
times duringthe feed. Then give both breasts
again as a top-up feed 20-30 minutes later.
Then offer the complementary feed, but only
if the baby still seems hungry.

o Offer expressed breastmilk (or formula) in a
medicine glass or a small cup, rather than from
abottle which needs a different sucking action.

¢ How often you give complements depends
in part on how low your milk supply is. To
start with, try offering the complementary
feed only after the evening feed or at least
not after every feed.

¢ Sometimes it may be a family member who
suggests that you start or continue with
complementary feeding. Think about how their
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Increasing your milk supply

What can I do to build up my milk supply?

* Feed more often than is normal for you, up
to 12 times a day or more:

¢ Offer the breast to comfort your baby,
instead of a dummy.

¢ Cut down the length of time between
feeds. Feed your baby as soon as he
wakes and starts looking for the breast.
Don’t wait for him to cry.

¢ Wake your baby before you go to bed to
fitin an extra feed.

o Offer each breast twice or more at each feed.

e Position and attach your baby well. A baby
gets more milk if attached correctly.

¢ Give top-up feeds. Your breasts are not like
a bottle. They are never empty. Your body
makes milk all the time and most quickly
when your breasts feel soft. Put your baby
back to the breast 20-30 minutes after a
feed. This extra milk you make in this time
is often enough to satisfy his hunger. This
will also help build up your milk supply.

» Ifyour baby won'’t take extra feeds, express
milk between and after breastfeeds. You
can give the expressed milk as a top-up, or
freeze it to use later.

e Avoid giving anything other than your
expressed breastmilk in a bottle. Using
formula reduces your baby’s appetite for
your breastmilk and his need to suck.
Bottle-feeds of other milks will reduce your
own milk supply. Even very young babies
can learn to drink from a small cup.

+ Eatagood diet.
e Massage breasts during feeds.

¢ Cuddle your baby skin-to-skin. This builds up
your hormone levels and increases your supply.

¢ Ifyousmoke, give up — or atleast cut down,
as this affects your milk supply.
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Increasing your milk supply

How much milk a mother makes depends on
how much her baby sucks. The more milk he
takes from your breasts, the more milk you
will make. Your breastmilk will increase to
match your baby’s need if you breastfeed
more often — 1, 2 or 3 hourly or whenever
your baby seems unsettled or hungry.

As your baby grows he may have fussy periods
when he is unsettled and seems to want
breastfeeds more often. This does not mean
that your milk is no good or that don’t have
enough for him. People used to think these were
‘growth spurts’ when the baby needed more
milk. We now know that babies don’t suddenly
grow more at these times. We have also learned
that a baby’s milk intake does not change much
between 1-6 months. So we don't really know
for sure why babies have fussy periods. However,
they are very common in the first year. Some
people believe that these are ‘wonder weeks’,
when the child takes a leap forward in mental
development. Whatever the reason for these
fussy periods, follow your baby’s lead and offer
more frequent breastfeeds and extra cuddles for
a few days. When they do this, most mothers find
that their babies soon settle down again.

Many breastfeeding mothers find that their
breasts get smaller and softer after the first few
weeks of breastfeeding. This doesn’t mean that
your milk is going. It’s just that your breasts have
got better at making milk. They now make just the
right amount for your baby and don’t get overfull.

Do notlook to the size of your breasts, how much
you can express or how much your baby takes
from a bottle for signs that you are making the
amount of milk he needs. His wet and dirty
nappies, growth patterns and general wellbeing
tell you much more. Even if your milk supply
does drop for some reason, you can build it up
again. You do not have to stop breastfeeding.
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Sore and cracked nipples

To prevent sore nipples

Avoid using things on your nipples that
might dry out or damage them (Do not use
methylated spirits, soap, shampoo, rough
towels or toothbrushes).

Make sure your bras fit well.

Do not use nursing pads that hold moisture
against your skin.

If you are using a breast pump or nipple
shields, make sure you know how to use
them correctly. A lactation consultant or
breastfeeding counsellor will be able to
help you with this. See your doctor if your
nipples remain sore.

To help relieve cracked nipples

Find the cause. It may be incorrect attachment,
an infection or damage from breast pumps.
Treat as for sore nipples. Take special care
with positioning and attachment. Allow air
to circulate around nipples after feeds.

If feeding is too painful, take baby off the
breast for a short time (eg 12-24 hours). This
rests the nipple and allows healing to start.
Express your milk by hand or with a
suitable breast pump.

Feed the expressed milk to your baby.
Start feeding again gradually.

See your doctor if healing is slow or you
need pain relief.

Discuss the use of a nipple shield with
hospital staff, a lactation consultant, child
health nurse or Australian Breastfeeding
Association counsellor.

Ask hospital staff, child health nurse or ABA
counsellor for further help.

Remember: Breastfeeding should not hurt.
If it does, ask for help!
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Sore and cracked nipples

Most women have tender nipples when they
firststartto breastfeed, butreal painisasign that
something is wrong. Seek help straight away as
this will make it easier to solve any problems.

To help relieve sore nipples

e Feed your baby often. Avoid putting off
feeds. Frequent feeding helps because the
baby will be calmer at feed times and suck
more gently.

Before feeds:

Relax and get comfortable. Breathe deeply.
e Massage your breasts gently.
e Useheat— warm shower, warm face washer.

¢ Express some milk to soften the areola (the
darker skin around the nipple) and start the
flow of milk.

o If pain makes it hard for you to relax, ask
your doctor for help.

During feeds:

o Offer the less sore side first.

¢ Make sure baby is positioned well when he
feeds — his chest againstyours and his chin
touching your breast. Incorrect positioning

and attachment are the most common
causes of sore nipples.

¢ Limit comfort sucking while nipples are tender.

Gently break the suction with a clean finger
before you remove baby from the breast.

After feeds:

* Checkyour nipples after each feed.

¢ Express a few drops of milk and smear it on
your nipple and areola.

* Keep your nipples dry — leave them open
to the air until they are dry. Change nursing
pads as soon as they become wet.

¢ Use nipple protectors so that your clothes
don’t rub on your sore nipples. They also
allow air to flow around your nipples and
help keep them dry.
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Blocked ducts and Mastitis

Continue to feed so that your breast drains.
This can help the mastitis to clear up faster.
Untreated mastitis can cause a breast abscess.

Things to do:

Start treatment straight away.
Continue with the suggestions for a blocked duct.
Consult your medical adviser.

Go to bed and rest if you can. Keep your
baby with you so that you can feed often.

Breastfeed frequently to keep your breast
drained. Your milk is safe for your baby.
Feed from the sore breast first, when your
baby sucks most strongly.

Express by hand or pump to drain the
breast even more.

Ask your medical adviser or pharmacist
about pain relief if you need it.

Contact your child health nurse or
Australian  Breastfeeding  Association
counsellor if you need more help.

How can I prevent mastitis?

Avoid hurried and interrupted feeds
Don’tlet your breasts get too full

Avoid tight bras or clothing, sleeping on
your stomach or anything else that puts
pressure on your breasts.

Look after your health and try to reduce stress.

Remember:

Start treatment at once.

If you cannot clear a blocked duct within
12 hours, or you have a fever, feel unwell
or it becomes worse, see your doctor
straightaway.
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Blocked ducts and Mastitis

Blocked ducts

A blocked duct is a lump or engorged area
in the breast. It may be sore and red. It may
hurt when your milk lets down. Blocked ducts
can happen at any time during breastfeeding.
Start treatment straight away as untreated
blocked ducts can lead to mastitis.

Things to do:

¢ Feed often to keep the sore breast as empty
as you can. Your baby’s sucking can clear
many blocked ducts. He will suck more
strongly when he is hungry, so start each feed
on the sore side. Continue to check the other
breast for engorgement and blocked ducts.

e Gently but firmly massage the lump
towards the nipple during and after feeds.

o Keep the milk flowing. Change feeding
positions to help drain different parts of
the breast.

e Use warmth on the sore area before a feed.

¢ Cold packs after a feed may help to ease
your pain.

* Restas much as possible.

Express by hand or pump if your baby won'’t
feed or if it is too painful to feed.

e See your doctor if you cannot clear the
lump in 12 hours or if you develop a fever
or feel unwell.

Mastitis

Mastitis is the inflammation of breast tissue.
There may or may not be infection present.
Part of the breast can be red, swollen and
painful. It may feel warm when you touch it.
Your temperature may go up and you may feel
as if you have the flu. This is NOT the time to
wean. If you have mastitis, your milk IS safe
for your baby.
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Engorgement & too much milk

e Express only when you need to (for your
comfort or to help your baby to attach
properly).

It may take a few days before you will notice

any real change.

If you have tried this and you are still seeing
the signs above, you could try feeding to a
schedule for a while. This may help bring your
supply under control. Breastfeed only every
2-3 hours. Rock, carry or cuddle your baby
or use a dummy to soothe him at other times.
If you do need to feed more often, try feeding
from one breast only, for (say) a 4-hour period.

Then switch to the other side and feed from
that breast for the next 4-hour period. Once
your supply settles down, go back to feeding
from both breasts. Watch out for lumps, sore or
red areas on your breasts. These may be a sign
of blocked ducts or mastitis, so start treatment
straight away. See page 12 of this booklet.

Fast flow of milk

Some babies find it hard to cope with a fast
flow of milk. They may cough, gag and come
off the breast near the start of the feed while
your milk continues to spray out.

If your baby has trouble coping with a fast
flow of milk:

¢ Leaning back to feed often helps. You may
not need to do this at every feed.

o Expressthe firstfastflow of milk, or take your
baby off the breast until the flow reduces.

12



Engorgement & too much milk

Too much milk

It can take 6 weeks or more for your breasts
to get used to making the right amount of milk
for your baby.

After this time, some mothers still make more
milk than their babies can easily cope with.

You may be making too much milk if:
¢ Your breasts seem to fill quickly.

e Your breasts are often lumpy and tight,
even if they soften when you breastfeed.

¢ Your baby gags or gulps (especially at the
start of a feed) and often will not take the
second breast.

¢ Your baby brings up quite alot of milk at the
end of the feed.

» Baby gains a lot of weight quickly; but very
occasionally poor weight gain can occur.

e Your baby is extra fussy between feeds,
especially in the evening.

* You are changing lots of wet nappies (more
than the usual 5 heavy wet disposable
nappies or 6 wet cloth nappies in 24 hours).

¢ Your baby generally has a bowel motion at
each feed. Poos are often green and frothy
(and sometimes also explosive).

Things to try when you have more milk than
your baby seems able to handle

o Finish the first breast first. Leave your
baby on the first side until he comes off
by himself or falls asleep. Then offer the
second side. Don’t worry if he doesn’t feed
for long or doesn’t want both breasts at
every feed.

¢ Make sure your baby attaches well.
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Engorgement & too much milk

Method 1. Two-handed, 1-step
method

Push in with your fingertips
curved and each fingertip
touching the side of the nipple.
Hold for 1-3 minutes or more.

Method 2. Two-handed, 2-step
method

Use 2 or 3 straight fingers on each
side, first knuckles touching the
nipple. Push in and hold for 1-3
minutes or more. Repeat above
and below the nipple.

Method 3. One-handed, ‘flower
hold’

With fingernails short and fingers
curved, push in around the nipple

in a circle. Hold for 1-3 minutes or

more. A hand-mirror may help you
see your areola more easily.

Your fingernails need to be
shortif you use Methods 1 & 3.
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Engorgement & too much milk

In the first few weeks, most mothers make
more milk than their baby needs. This can
sometimes lead to engorgement. On the second
or third day after birth, your milk starts to
change from colostrum (the thick, first milk
that suits the special needs of babies at the
start) to thinner bluish-white milk. With this
change, the blood flow to the breasts increases.
You may find you have a sudden very large
amount of milk. Engorged (very full) breasts
may feel tight, hard and sore. Feed your baby
whenever he wants. These frequent feeds help
engorgement settle down quickly. They help
make sure that your breasts make the right
amount of milk for your baby. Tell the nurses if
your breasts become too full or uncomfortable.

Things you can do to ease engorgement

* Engorged breasts make it harder for babies
to latch on. To soften the areola (the darker
skin around the nipple), gently express
some milk before you attach your baby. Or
you can use the fingertips of one hand to
push in the breast tissue around the whole
nipple. Hold the pressure for 2-3 minutes
or until you feel the tissue soften beneath
them. This may also start your let-down
reflex and help the milk to flow.

¢ Warmth (from a hot flannel or heated rice)
onyour breasts before a feed can also help the
flow of milk. Take care not to burn yourself.

o After feeds, cold can relieve pain. Cold
washers, clean, cold, crisp cabbage leaves
or a frozen disposable nappy, placed over
the breast, may help ease engorgement.

¢ Your breastmilk is all the food and drink
your baby needs. If you give other fluids,
your baby will not take as much breastmilk.
This will mean you won’t make the right
amount of milk for him.

e Take your bra off completely before you
start to breastfeed.
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Putting your baby to the breast

Anatomy of the human breast:
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Putting your baby to the breast o ) Ol 38 sl
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e Support your baby’s neck and shoulder
blade with your hand, so that he can move
his head freely. Don’t hold his head. 4 Ol Ad GL“ o 5 Guslaaal,y 5l e
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e Turn him onto his side with his chest
towards you, at the same level as your
breast. His head should tilt back slightly.
His nose will be level with your nipple. G33b s Dsley 052 1) PSS slaly o

283 18 S S35 1) ) oaly
¢ Tuck your baby’s feet around your side and )

his lower arm near your waist. \
¢ Gently brush your baby’s mouth with the '\
underside of your areola (the darker area

around the nipple). Your baby should open - \d
his mouth wide when you do this. You can
hold your breast like you would a sandwich.
This may make it easier for him to attach
and take in more of your breast.

¢ When your baby opens his mouth wide and
his tongue comes forward over his lower
gum, pull him quickly to the breast. Aim
your nipple at the roof of his mouth. His
lower jaw or chin will touch your breast

E1 s Lxenth
first, on your areola well down from the nipple.

e As his mouth closes over the nipple he G ayaslla Jlad Crad by a4 o
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making a seal. He should suck rhythmically
and not make clicking noises.



Putting your baby to the breast
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How breastfeeding works

Tips for how to help your milk flow:

¢ Make sure you are comfortable. Use pillows
if you need to. Have a drink and healthy
snack near you.

* Express a few drops of milk before you put
your baby to the breast.

» Gently massage your breast as your baby feeds.

e Check that your baby latches onto the
breast correctly.

You might know of some traditional foods
you can eat which will help you make
breastmilk by giving your body goodness
and making your milk flow.

How can I tell that my baby is getting the right
amount of milk?

These are the things that tell you that your
breastfed baby is getting the milk he needs:

* Heis feeding whenever he wants and not to
a schedule. He will be having at least 6-8
feeds in 24 hours. Some babies have 10-12
or more feeds.

¢ From day 5, there should be at least 6 wet
cloth nappies or at least 5 wet disposable
nappies in 24 hours. Disposable nappies
should feel heavy when you change them.
The wee should be clear or very pale yellow.

e If you use traditional methods of infant
hygiene, without nappies, look to see that
your baby’s urine is pale and does not smell
strongly. Check that he wees frequently,
especially after feeds.

¢ Ayoungbaby will have 3 or more soft bowel
motions every 24 hours. After 6-8 weeks a
baby may not poo as often.

¢ Yourbabyseemsalertand active and settles
well after some feeds each day.

e As the weeks pass, your baby gradually
gains weight. The size of his head grows
and the length of his body increases.
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How breastfeeding works
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How breastfeeding works

People may tell you to give your baby other
drinks, like boiled water, sugar water, honey,
cows’ or goats’ milk. We now know that
colostrum and breastmilk are actually just
right for new babies. They are all your baby
needs. They can help your baby pass his first
poo and get rid of any toxins in his body.

Colostrum is full of antibodies. These help
your baby fight the germs that might make
him sick. At birth a baby’s stomach is about
the size of a small marble so it doesn’t take
much to fill it up. When your baby breastfeeds,
he gets about one teaspoon of colostrum —
the perfect amount for a tiny tummy.

e Here are some medical facts about how
colostrum helps your baby’s health:

» It helps your baby to pass his first poo and
getrid of toxins.

¢ [t contains a special antibody called IgA
which protects your baby from germs in his
throat, lungs and gut.

o It forms a barrier over your baby’s gut
lining to help prevent infection.

Remember: Most babies want to breastfeed
often (8-12 times or more every 24 hours).
When you breastfeed often, you help your
baby get all the breastmilk he needs. It also
helps you to build up a good milk supply.
Many mothers get very full, swollen and
breasts in the early days and they may feel
sore. This is called engorgement. Frequent
breastfeeding helps prevent this.
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How breastfeeding works

The more breastmilk your baby drinks, the
more milk your breasts will make. When
your baby sucks at the breast, hormones flow
through your bloodstream. These hormones
control how you make milk. They also cause
the milk to ‘let down’ or flow.

What is colostrum and is it good for your baby?

The first milk you make is called colostrum.
It looks thick and is darker and more yellow
than normal milk.

Sometimes people say this first milk isn’t good
for babies. We now know that it is exactly what
they need. It is good food and helps protect
our babies from getting sick. The amount of
colostrum your baby gets is very small, but it
is still of great value. After the first few days
you start to make more milk. It slowly gets
thinner and starts to look more watery. It still
has all that your baby needs to be healthy and
grow well.

You may feel very tired after the birth and
want to get back quickly to your normal
health. This may take some time though
because looking after a small baby is a hard
job. You are on call 24 hours a day. You will feel
better if you rest as much as you can and eat
healthy foods.
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This booklet will
tell you the key
things about
breastfeeding.

(in English) in booklets

f You can find more detail

and leaflets from the
Australian Breastfeeding
Association and on its

website:

www.breastfeeding.asn.au
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